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In its annual report, the Inter-American Human Rights Commission (a branch of the Organization
of American States- OAS), advised the Mexican government that "it must comply exactly with the
obligation to guarantee the free and full exercise of political rights." The report marks the first time
a major international organization has criticized Mexico's electoral practices. The commission report
came in response to formal complaints by the National Action Party (PAN) that the Institutional
Revolutionary Party (PRI) and the Mexican government had committed fraud in the 1985 and
1986 elections in Chihuahua and Durango states. PAN asserted that vote tallies were altered,
signatures of election judges forged, election judges illegally expelled from polling places, voters
illegally removed from registration lists, ballot boxes stuffed and army and police units used to
intimidate voters. The Commission report said it had decided "neither to accept nor deny the
truth" of PAN's accusations, since it had not sent its own observers to monitor the elections. The
report noted that every signatory nation of the Inter-American Convention on Human Rights is
obligated to create appropriate mechanisms to investigate allegations of electoral fraud. In the case
of Mexico, said the report, "the commission has been able to determine that a means of appeal
with these characteristics does not exist..." The elections examined by the OAS took place during
President Miguel de la Madrid's term. Opposition parties have made similar accusations in the 1988
presidential vote, and after virtually every state and municipal election held since Carlos Salinas de
Gortari was inaugurated in December 1988. The most serious and long-lasting accusations occurred
after elections in Michoacan and Guerrero states in 1989. The Democratic Revolutionary Party (PRD)
recently filed a formal complaint claiming fraud in Michoacan and Guerrero with the UN Human
Rights Commission in Geneva. Opposition parties are currently demanding the creation of a new
electoral code that would eliminate the potential for abuses by removing supervisory functions and
rulings on elections from electoral tribunals controlled by the PRI. Complaints of electoral fraud by
the PRD were reported again on June 2. The PRI was accused of attempting to rig a special mayoral
election in Uruapan, the second largest city of Michoacan state. The vote in Uruapan was scheduled
for June 3 after allegations of fraud and disputes over results forced the annulment of the Dec. 3
balloting. (Basic data from AP, Notimex, 06/02/90; New York Times, 06/04/90)
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